Arthur’s Pass National Park

Nine Days of Adventure and Misadventure
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Arthur’s Pass National Park

Nine Days of Adventure and Misadventure



A walk in the south island

Nine Days of Adventure and Misadventure



A walk in the south island

8.25 Days of Adventure and Misadventure



What is this talk?

A trip report

Some pretty pictures

Inspiration for some trips to do in a cool part of the country
Not necessarily filled with best practices or great advice
Some lessons | learned



MOTIVATION






MISADVENTURE #0

((Rats))






WTMC Talks: A Traverse of the Peel and Lockett ranges
Wed 16 Nov @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

TTC Hall, 4 Moncrieff Street
Wellington, 6011 + Google Map

Club member Tereza Bublikova will talk about a club trip that

completed an impromptu traverse of the Peel and Lockett ranges

in Kahurangi National Park. *WTMC social nights are open to
WTMC Club members and the general public. You don't need to

book or RSVP, just turn up! It's also a great time to come ... Read more

Find out more »
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Avalanche Peak
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“The route to the main ridge behind Avalanche
Peak starts in the opposite direction from that
you would expect. From the summit, drop down
the south side of Avalanche Peak onto the top of
a shingle scree [...] From the shingle scree, head
north-west under the main peak to a saddle
between Avalanche Peak and the main Rolleston

ridge. From the
saddle, sidle on
the eastern
(village) side of
the ridge, down
to the main ridge
towards Mount
Rolleston.”










“Dropped down scree shortly after pt
1658. Average scree for 500m, but
some small sections of excellent scree
mixed in there. Reached hut at 3:30.”



https://www.doc.govt.nz/globalassets/images/places/canterbury/arthurs-pass/crow-hut/crow-hut-wide-1200.jpg












https://www.doc.govt.nz/thumbs/hero/contentassets/2066240711094487af219d8307f96¢c94/anticrow-hut-1920.jpg
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The Waimakariri
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“Easy but tedious last few kms to
Carrington hut (which is cold)”



https://www.doc.govt.nz/thumbs/hero/contentassets/bcSe7f9ea1514ed4aa5ccSbb35cc138a7/carrington-hut-1920.jpg
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“Really neat hut, thanks CMC!”
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MISADVENTURE #1

((Clag))






Vhite Col




“At this point it was almost dark, and
rather claggy. Eventually got a GPS
signal which confirmed my mistake.
Made to cross towards the hut but had
to go higher to cross a very chasm-y
river. Gashed my leg somewhere
along the line... The closest ['ve ever
been to pulling a PLB”












L.esson A PLB can help, even if you

don’t use it
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Two passes



QGirrington Pegk
LBy,
=

S MEAR
1979

MtHarman /.
Kantere,

Wt Campbell
I}

R 1828
_7"‘Po;es‘Pas‘s Wt Pope X ; W _O%. T
e M fosamong- Y& R ) ) A e,
dos o) ||\ P s T , 3 4 //\ e

/ e { /
—y

£ wﬂmwnmg}’as‘/—/ 3 = = R 125 7 ‘
10— CNoti Ratireka >
A T

/ &
5 3/
't Gineiere )] ©

s

S AL Pamiperos Cairn
N T ka0

i

- -
)’Emgu Hug &

&







“Discovered my raincoat isn't so
waterproof”
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https://tramping.net.nz/images/1756.jpg









“Followed river until
. Ireached snow. Here
it abruptly
- transitioned to type
two fun”
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A Wilberforce Adventure
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“‘Sometimes it is nice for the
terrain to make the difficult
decisions for you”
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Browning Pass
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https://hutbagger.co.nz/huts/harman-hut
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MISADVENTURE #2

“Trusting the map”



“Went down, up,
down, up, down,
and eventually
just down the
creek”

“At one point I
angrily swore at
a stick that was
holding me back
s and had a
2 moment of
clarity”
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“Boulder hopped upstream to the
steep track up to Newton Creek
Hut. In parts it was less track, and
felt more like someone's attempt
to cultivate hook grass.”



L

https://www.remotehuts.co.nz/newton-creek-hut.html
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Newton Saddle









https://www.remotehuts.co.nz/dunns-hut.html
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“The valley track begins very
easy. A bit rougher after
swing bridge, with quite a few
historical washouts. Once the
track returns to the river
above the Dexter confluence
it is in mostly good condition,
albeit with a sulphurous smell
permeating the bush.”
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A return to Harman Pass
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The Kelly Range
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MISADVENTURE #4

“Not learning from misadventure #2”






LeSSOH Tracks are faster than

bush bashing
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@ Mathew Denys

[Lennon

© Juvenile - Male - V-3931
Q Waimakariri
O Black BM on Grey

© Adult - Male - V-3918
Q otira
O Yellow DO on Blue

https://keadatabase.nz/birds/clive https://keadatabase.nz/birds/lennon



https://keadatabase.nz/birds/clive
https://keadatabase.nz/birds/lennon
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Down to civilisation
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MISADVENTURE #5

“Intentions”
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Alternative rouies

41 Waimakariri Falls HUt (+1 day) down to 5175 ‘
“rom Carro//

1. On Sunday 1st May, instead of going over harman pass, | might return to Carrington Hutand do @ asin, 4 Hut the
day trip up 10 Waimakariri Falls Hutand back. ,Then_gyv_e[ﬂa[man pass the next day. This wouldbe  Ish, /lne " trac e g
2 short days. _ N m the. ne in g o of Irectly acy,
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Newton Creek. The side-creek is shady and the poulders aré oftenicy in winter. The gut veropn tham for aboy, s ravel pr/ma/-//we furthe ;‘
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experienceé of those doing it, and the greatly differing weather and snow conditions that can O € or. €ek the €re on the 71 Creek) o
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on this site would be 4-5 hours. poc recut the tracked sections from Newton {0 punns in © Other sige Qes_ besige 1‘7;Q
January 2021. olcating ey
e Thenheadto Scotty's biv )
o Scottys Biv can also be accessed along the crest of the Tara Tama Range as far as Ception Hut
Scottys Saddle- |t is a 20 minute descent from here in an ESE direction down a series of ¢ aacent p, he route
tussock tussock with shattered rock outcrops. The Biv is clearly visible in good weather & hour, bef; 7 (s am
from point 1516M onwards. € the Deg, € a final cr, pe bl
Then head down the ridge to Dillon Hut Pass /v’m‘epflo/7 River ?Ss/ng . f/?elnc Sectlbnsowder" Ppi
- Opposite of this: The most direct route to Scoftys Biv is via an old NZFS tops track that ) O SCrampja €ception RQH’ ack fha:g Upt
starts opposite the old Seven Mile Hut in the Taipo valley...The track commences at the ?er With g Up a ste s _(;Ver (onto ¢, may |
mouth of @ small side-creek that enters the River just below some shingle pluffs and is eep tUsSoch in hang 1de str, fof ;’[;loe‘
U

marked with @ cairn and and permolat. Followthe creek up for 100m to where @ track exits 99e royte and Screaé Goat p,
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SUMMARY

Avalanche  yyaimakariri Barker WhitehornBrowning Newton Campbell Kelly
Peak Falls Hut Hut Pass Pass Saddle Range Range




EPILOGUE

Matariki






mathew.denys.nz/2022/three-passes/



QUESTIONS?



