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A walk in the south island

8.25 Days of Adventure and Misadventure



What is this talk?
● A trip report
● Some pretty pictures
● Inspiration for some trips to do in a cool part of the country
● Not necessarily filled with best practices or great advice
● Some lessons I learned



MOTIVATION





MISADVENTURE #0
“Rats”









I
Avalanche Peak

















“The route to the main ridge behind Avalanche 
Peak starts in the opposite direction from that 
you would expect. From the summit, drop down 
the south side of Avalanche Peak onto the top of 
a shingle scree [...] From the shingle scree, head 
north-west under the main peak to a saddle 
between Avalanche Peak and the main Rolleston 
ridge. From the 
saddle, sidle on 
the eastern 
(village) side of 
the ridge, down 
to the main ridge 
towards Mount 
Rolleston.”







“Dropped down scree shortly after pt 
1658. Average scree for 500m, but 

some small sections of excellent scree 
mixed in there. Reached hut at 3:30.”



https://www.doc.govt.nz/globalassets/images/places/canterbury/arthurs-pass/crow-hut/crow-hut-wide-1200.jpg









https://www.doc.govt.nz/thumbs/hero/contentassets/2066240711094487af219d8307f96c94/anticrow-hut-1920.jpg





II
The Waimakariri





“Easy but tedious last few kms to 
Carrington hut (which is cold)”



https://www.doc.govt.nz/thumbs/hero/contentassets/bc5e7f9ea1514e4aa5cc5bb35cc138a7/carrington-hut-1920.jpg









“Really neat hut, thanks CMC!”











MISADVENTURE #1
“Clag”







“At this point it was almost dark, and 
rather claggy. Eventually got a GPS 

signal which confirmed my mistake. 
Made to cross towards the hut but had 
to go higher to cross a very chasm-y 

river. Gashed my leg somewhere 
along the line... The closest I've ever 

been to pulling a PLB”









Lesson A PLB can help, even if you 
don’t use it



III
Two passes







“Discovered my raincoat isn't so 
waterproof”





https://tramping.net.nz/images/1756.jpg







“Followed river until 
I reached snow. Here 

it abruptly 
transitioned to type 

two fun”









IV
A Wilberforce Adventure







“Sometimes it is nice for the 
terrain to make the difficult 

decisions for you”





V
Browning Pass















https://hutbagger.co.nz/huts/harman-hut













MISADVENTURE #2
“Trusting the map”



“Went down, up, 
down, up, down, 
and eventually 
just down the 
creek”

“At one point I 
angrily swore at 
a stick that was 
holding me back 
and had a 
moment of 
clarity”





2009!



“Boulder hopped upstream to the 
steep track up to Newton Creek 

Hut. In parts it was less track, and 
felt more like someone's attempt 

to cultivate hook grass.”



https://www.remotehuts.co.nz/newton-creek-hut.html



VI
Newton Saddle







https://www.remotehuts.co.nz/dunns-hut.html





“The valley track begins very 
easy. A bit rougher after 

swing bridge, with quite a few 
historical washouts. Once the 

track returns to the river 
above the Dexter confluence 

it is in mostly good condition, 
albeit with a sulphurous smell 

permeating the bush.”







MISADVENTURE #3



VII
A return to Harman Pass

























“Tedious plod back down the river”



VIII
The Kelly Range





MISADVENTURE #4
“Not learning from misadventure #2”





Lesson Tracks are faster than 
bush bashing























https://keadatabase.nz/birds/clive https://keadatabase.nz/birds/lennon

https://keadatabase.nz/birds/clive
https://keadatabase.nz/birds/lennon




IX
Down to civilisation





MISADVENTURE #5
“Intentions”















SUMMARY

Avalanche 
Peak

Barker 
Hut

Kelly 
Range

Browning 
Pass

Waimakariri 
Falls Hut

Whitehorn 
Pass

Campbell 
Range

Newton 
Saddle



EPILOGUE
Matariki





mathew.denys.nz/2022/three-passes/



QUESTIONS?


